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AUGUST  2015 TUCSON, ARIZONA VOL.40 NO.8 
SEARCH AND RESCUE COUNCIL http://www.sarci.org 
SARCI BOARD MEETINGS by SARNews, sarnews @ sarci2.org 
SARCI Board meetings are held at the SARA House at 19:30 (7:30 pm) on the third Wednesday of January, April, July, and October.   
TRAINING ACTIVITIES ARE RESTRICTED 
Training activities are limited to members of that group, and others who have registered and/or been approved by the group.   
ACTIVITY DOCUMENTATION by Mykle, mykle @ sarci2.org 
All groups are encouraged to complete a Roster for all activities, including Missions, Training, Public Relations, Meetings, Special 
Events and other Activities (forms are available on-line).  The Rosters can be scanned and sent to Records, or sent to the SARCI 
mailbox, or placed on the Records desk at the SARA House.  Remember that pairs of times for each person are important, but can be 
approximate.  Access to the database is available to an authorized representative from each group.   

PIMA CO. SHERIFF’S MOUNTED POSSE by Alex Hodge, gummhodge1 @ msn.com 

POSSE CALENDAR 
Aug 08 16:00 Sat Gymkhana Rocking K Arena.  Books at 16:00.  Events at 17:00 
Aug 27 18:30 Thu General Meeting Tanque Verde Library, 8959 E Tanque Verde Rd 
We have been joined at the Gymkhana by the Tanque Verde 4H club. Our previous club, Rillito Riders, has been disbanded. Still seems 
to be a very popular event after all these years! 

NEOTOMA COMPOSITE SQUADRON, C.A.P. by LtCol Robert McCord, cap @ sarci2.org 

CAP SQUADRON CALENDAR 
Sundays  15:30-18:00 Northwest Fire Station #38 8475 N. Stargrass Drive, Marana, AZ 85742 
Ground Team members from the CAP Neotoma Composite Squadron worked side-by-side with multinational armed services personnel 
locating and assisting more than 75 mass casualty “victims” driven into the forest surrounding Flagstaff by a mock flood during two 
days of the 2015 Angel Thunder training exercise in June.  Squadron Commander and EMT Lt. Col. Robert McCord and the K-9 SAR 
team of 2Lt Nancy Smith and canine Juliette were among more than 15 members of the CAP Arizona Wing Ground Team that were 
airlifted in a Chinook helicopter from Mesa's Gateway Airport to Camp Navajo outside Flagstaff to locate and triage mock victims of a 
hypothetical major storm flooding the area that left residents of the imaginary country of “Valsura” stranded in the wilderness.  The 
Northwest Tucson CAP volunteers were part of a team of nearly 100 volunteers and paid professionals from the U.S., Dutch and 
German armed services as well local area fire, search and rescue squads and sheriff officials who participated in the nation's largest 
such SAR exercise.   
The CAP Arizona Wing Conference was held in Tucson in June.  Lt. Col. McCord was recognized as Ground Team Leader of the year 
for the wing, and it was announced that the Arizona Ground Team was awarded the Colonel Dion E. DeCamp Ground Team of the 
Year for both Southwest region and the nation.  Members from around the state convened to hear multiple briefings, including plans for 
operational expansion for CAP as well as future expansion of the Angel Thunder training program.   
K-9 teams Lt Col Andrea Mullen/canine Delta and 2Lt Nancy Smith/canine Juliette completed a three-day cadaver dog seminar at the 
forensic anthropology department of Western Carolina University in May, where they met with SAR dog handlers from across the 
country for training in full-body human remains detection at the university's Forensic Osteology Research Station (FOREST).  The 
course also offered training in identification of smaller specimens of ancient bones 1,500 years old as well as locating human remains 
in water.  Lt Smith also completed the two-day Bone Identification course to aid in distinguishing human from animal bones in the lab 
and in the field.   
The Civil Air Patrol's Neotoma Squadron actively participates in ongoing search and rescue missions and training exercises at the state, 
local and national levels.  We welcome new members to join the more than 700 members of the nationally recognized emergency 
services Arizona Wing Ground Team.  For additional information contact membership officer Edward Pound ejjpound @ gmail.com or 
visit http://www.neotomasquadron.org. 
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PIMA CO. SEARCH & RECOVERY DIVERS by John Longhofer, 990-4442, divers8 @ sarci2.org 

DIVERS CALENDAR  
Aug 09 09:00 Sun Monthly Training Lakeside Lake 
Sep 13 09:00 Sun Monthly Training Parker Canyon Lake 
PCSD contacted the DIVERS for a July 12 evidence search in Sahuarita Lake.  This provided the team an opportunity to work with 
new equipment issued from PCSD, operate with a team of BORSTAR divers, and use the underwater metal detector and side-scan 
sonar.  The search continued on Tuesday July 14. 
We will search Lakeside in August for the tow chain lost during December’s recovery.  Rendezvous at the westside boat ramp. 

SOUTHWEST RESCUE DOGS, INC. by Karen Paquette, kpaquette1 @ comcast.net 

SRDI CALENDAR 
Aug 05 18:00 Wed Training / BoD / General Meetings SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
SRDI combined the Training Committee / Board of Directors / General Meetings.  We meet on the first Wednesday of each month, 
18:00, at the SARA House. 
All SARCI members are welcome to attend any of our trainings.  Please check the Event Calendar on our website 
http://sarci.org/srdi_page/, email us K9 @ sarci2.org or call Karen Paquette (275-2074) for training updates or changes. 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
OEC Refresher, Aug 15, 2015 
OEC Refresher, Sep 13, 2015 

FACTS Seminar, Oct 30-Nov 01 near Wimberly, TX 
SDONA Seminar, Nov 06-08, Glendale, AZ 

SOUTHERN AZ. MOUNTED SEARCH AND RESCUE by Jerry Simmons, jerry @ simmonsautorepair.com 

SAMSAR CALENDAR 
Aug 08 06:00 Sat Training and Conditioning Ride Saguaro NP East.  Saddle time 06:00 
Aug 12 06:00 Sun Training and Conditioning Ride Saguaro NP East.  Saddle time 06:00 
Aug 18 18:00 Tue Board and General Meeting Substation 106, Tanque Verde & Catalina Hwy 
Training:  Mule Power Farms night training June 6.  We had Dr Woodard from Reata Vet Clinic come in and present a excellent clinic 
on Equine medical issues and animal emergency care.  Even showed us how to start an I.V. on a horse.  Kathryn Wade used her horse.  
The only taker was Deputy Brian Boll, who started an I.V. on a horse.  He is our new in field I.V. started for Equine.   
Next was in the field at night.  Ended about 10 p.m.  The training went as well as anyone could expect.  Herget set the scenarios far 
enough apart that we had to ride to get there.  Colleen, Kay and Larry Caugh were the patients and on the ground instructors.  Then we 
had two instructors/ observers in the saddle.  Deputy Brian Boll operated command.  He duplicated what he would need in the field via 
radio with three active scenarios at the same time.  Excellent Job.  To describe the night training, A HOME RUN.  Could not have gone 
better.  We did find a couple of weak spots (training) that we have since trained thru thanks to Deputy Boll.  A huge thanks to Joe 
Trueba Mule Power Farms and Larry Caugh for setting the location.  It takes a lot of room and a safe place to stage a full night training 
for SAMSAR.  Thanks to all SAMSAR members attending. 
Combined Training:  Nearly a dozen SAMSAR volunteers and more than fifteen SARA "groundpounders" trained together at the 
Mule Power Farm on July 12, 2015 to enhance and improve their skills in aiding and assisting injured or impaired hikers. The exercise 
was the first joint training venture for the organizations although they frequently work together in searching for and rescuing hikers 
overcome by heat, thirst or injuries in southern Arizona parks and trails. Also attending was a contingent of four volunteers from the 
Cochise County Mounted Rescue organization which is exploring a reorganization of their group to provide more skilled and better 
trained rescue personnel to the Cochise County Sheriff's Department.  Led by Colleen Leon and Jerry Simmons, SAMSAR members 
provided their well-trained steeds to assist in educating SARA ground-pounders in the "dos and don'ts" of working with equines in 
search and rescue missions. In addition to rescue equine "etiquette" -- always approach an equine so he can see you, stay away from the 
caboose area, and don't open and shake a thermal sheet in the equine's face -- volunteers were informed of more subtle idiosyncrasies of 
equines: "The ears tell the story. The sound of an empty water bottle being crushed and crackled drives them crazy. An annoyed equine 
can deliver a well-placed hoof forcefully even to someone standing next to it."  
The participants also received hands on instruction on lifting an injured patient on and off a rescue equine. This essential skill training 
involved putting splints on some volunteers and hoisting them onto an equine. "It's much harder than you guys in SAMSAR make it 
look." remarked one of the SARA participants. There is, indeed, a technique involved in surrounding a 1000 beast with four volunteers 
and a usually apprehensive injured patient into a western saddle. The training involved organizing the caravan of ground-pounders and 
equine handlers for the trek to safety and avoiding the rescue victim falling out of the saddle or sliding off to one side. The process of 
dismounting a victim from an equine at the trail-head is equally important and also was practiced. 
The training session ended at noon, after about four hours, and the heat of the day of much relieved by the refreshments and sustenance 
so graciously provided by Brett and Rosemary Hinch, co-owners of Mule Power Ranch. 
Members of both groups remarked on the benefits provided by the joint training exercise and expect that other joint training exercises 
will be scheduled in the future on other subjects. 

Always looking for good committed people with good horse or mule for mounted search and rescue.  Please refer to web site 
http://www.SAMSARaz.org or contact anyone with a SAMSAR I.D.   
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA RESCUE ASSOCIATION SARA @ sarci2.org 
SARA CALENDAR 
Aug 07 19:30 Fri SARA Monthly Meeting SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Aug 09 07:30 Sun SARA Candidate Hike Substation 106, Tanque Verde & Catalina Hwy 
Aug 15 08:00 Sat OEC Refresher #1 SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Aug 20 19:00 Thu SARA Board Meeting SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Sep 04 19:30 Sat SARA Monthly Meeting SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Sep 13 08:00 Sun OEC Refresher #2 SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 

SARA BOARD OF DIRECTORS by SARA BoD, SARABoard @ sarci2.org 
The SARA Store has a new standard operating procedure to track inventory more effectively, posted on the store door and on the 
website.  We have a new procedure for requesting reimbursement checks from the treasurer.  The forms are available on the website.   

2015 50TH ANNIVERSARY MUSTANG RAFFLE by John Perchorowicz, jmail @ perchorowicz.com 
Our Mustang ticket sales are strong, thanks in large part to Dave Brown.  We’re above $1600!  I encourage each member to buy one 
and take one to sell to a SARA supporter.  I’ll have tickets at monthly meetings and will deliver in Tucson to anyone buying 5 ($100).   

SARCON 2015 REPORT by Shelley Littin, shelley @ sarci2.org 
Four SARA members attended SARCON 2015, the joint MRA/NASAR conference held June 4 – 7 in Estes Park, Colorado.  The 
conference consisted of numerous presentations on topics of SAR techniques and standards, including wilderness medicine, 
developments in technical rope rescue, cave rescue techniques, radio communications, leadership and SAR response coordination, and 
dog team training and search tactics.  The significant outcomes of the MRA business meeting were a vote in favor of authorizing a 
committee to research and acquire a comprehensive insurance policy covering the Mountain Rescue Association, and a discussion on 
expanding a pilot program to provide scholarships for first time attendees to an MRA conference.   
The conference and MRA meeting provided an excellent venue for SARA members to enhance relationships with fellow MRA teams 
and discuss industry standards and best practices.  Attend the August SARA monthly meeting for a presentation about conference 
takeaways – including best practices in wilderness medicine for treating hypothermia and altitude sickness, developments in technical 
rescue, and communications issues and strategies – and a discussion about the MRA business meeting.   

OEC CORNER by John Gorski, rescue161 @ att.net 
This is not a refresher for SARA members with WFR certifications.  Information regarding WFA/WFR recertification will be available 
in the next month.   
Our first OEC Cycle "B" refresher date is Saturday August 15, 2015.  The refresher will start at 08:00 am, with instructors arriving at 
07:00 am to setup the stations.   
Everyone who holds a current OEC card is required to attend a yearly refresher, and all OEC card holders will need to have a current 
CPR card to attend a refresher.   
Check the SARCI Members Only Data Page / look for the orange arrow under the  Medical Training Information 2015 section to 
download the OEC Cycle "B" refresher study guide.  Study guides will be checked at the door for completion, failure to have the study 
guide completed will result in loss of the opportunity to take the fresher that day.   
A payment of $65.00 will be due at the time of your refresher.  Make your check out to SARA.  ($55.00 for NSP associate membership 
and $10.00 for administrative paper work).   
A group snack to share is always welcome.   
If you have a problem with your NSP records please forward any questions to John Gorski.   
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CALLOUT REVIEWS by Mykle Raymond, SARnews@sarci.org 
Date Vol/ Hrs/ Problem Location Resources   
Sat July 04 13/ 23/ 54ym mtn biker ill AZ Trail, north of 3 Bridges RVFD 
15:50 – 17:15 A male riding on the Arizona Trail became ill.  He was evaluated and assisted to vehicles on a nearby road. 
Mon July 06 8/ 14/ ??ym fall injury Madera Canyon, Santa Ritas BORSTAR Sheriff1 Lifenet 
00:05 – 02:10 A male running from Border Patrol fell down a cliff.  He was hoisted by Sheriff1 and transferred to LifeNet at the 
Missile Site LZ.   
Tue July 07 8/ 28/ 30yf hiker lost Butterfly Trail, Catalinas 
19:00 – 22:20 A hiker and her dog got off trail on the east side of Butterfly Peak.  While the hasty team headed across on the Crystal 
Spring Trail, another team made voice contact from the top of the peak.  She was retrieved to the top and joined teams in the saddle, 
and all hiked out.   
Tue July 07 9/ 59/ 2 Mtn Bikers lost Sutherland Trail, Catalinas Survey2 
22:20 – 05:45 Two mtn bikers came up the Sutherland Trail until they could not follow the trail up the ridge.  Teams came down 
from the top and retrieved the two, and all hiked up to the powerline road.   
Sat July 11 11/ 33/ 37yf hiker knee injury Sweetwater Trail, Tucson Mtns Sheriff1 NWFD 
10:25 – 13:05 A hiker injured her knee on the Sweetwater.  As teams headed into the field, another hiker was reported to be having 
a heart attack on a trail to the north.  NWFD took care of her while SAR teams headed for the original hiker.  Sheriff1 hoisted each 
patient and transferred them to the trailhead.   
Sat July 11 12/ 24/ 43ym hiker ill Pima Canyon, Catalinas Sheriff1 
15:25 – 17:25 A hiker intended to go up Pima and down Ventana.  Although he was in good condition, the hot weather turned him 
around near the top of Pima.  He was feeling ill so asked for help (but kept moving).  Sheriff1 finally spotted him at the first dam, 
hoisted and transferred him to the trailhead.  Due to the helicopter being expected shortly, and the hot afternoon, teams were held at the 
trailhead.   
Sun July 12 9/ 71/ Evidence Search Sahuarita Lake BORSTAR SahuaritaPD 
05:30 – 14:30 Divers searched the lake for evidence.  They cancelled the operation when lightning threatened. 
Tue July 14 5/ 40/ Evidence Search Sahuarita Lake BORSTAR SahuaritaPD 
07:35 – 15:30 Divers searched the lake for evidence.   
Mon July 20 16/ 47/ Hikers ill 7 Falls Trail, Catalinas Sheriff1 RMFD 
12:45 – 16:15 Several hikers were approaching 7 Falls when one became too ill to continue and the group found shade to wait for 
help.  The hasty team found them doing better in the shade and provided water.  Sheriff1 responded to the Overlook Helispot until the 
field teams had assisted the group down trail to the horse turnaround.  Two rode out by horse.   
Wed July 22 18/ 53/ 20yf ill TV Canyon, Rincons  
15:45 – 19:05 An inebriated woman was at the middle Turkey Pool and was unable to hike out.  Teams provided assistance and she 
was able to return to the road using a handline down the Turkey Chute.   
Sun July 26 12/ 45/ Hikers ill 7 Falls Trail, Catalinas  
14:15 – 18:20 A group of about a dozen family members hiked to 7 Falls, and a couple became ill from lack of food, water, and 
energy.  Other hikers gave what they had, so they needed resupply as we encountered them on trail.  The family was hiking out, but 
were spread out so it wasn’t clear where our patients were.  They passed several teams before becoming identified and the family 
collected (language problems too).  Two rode out by horse.   
 
 

 2015 Totals Activities People Hours Hrs/Per Last12Mos 
 Missions 77 801 2666 3.3 122 
 Trainings 86 814 4046 5.0 175 
 Meetings 40 332 834 2.5 69 
 Public Relations 10 29 128 4.4 18 
 Special Events 16 109 1045 9.6 24 
 Activities 65 217 1033 4.8 84 
 TOTALS 294 2302 9752 4.2 492 20150728 
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SARCI Calendar – 2015 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

July 27 
 
 
 

July 28 
 
 

July 29 
 
 

July 30 
 
 

July 31 
 
 

Aug 01 
 

Aug 02 
 

Aug 03 
 
 
 

Aug 04 
 

Aug 05 
 

SRDI Meetings 
(18:00) 

Aug 06 
 
 

Aug 07 
 

SARA Meeting 
(19:30) 

Aug 08 
 

SAMSAR Training 
Posse Gymkhana 

Aug 09 
 

SARA Candidate Hike 
Divers Training 

Aug 10 
 
 
 

Aug 11 
 
 

Aug 12 
 

SAMSAR Training 

Aug 13 
 
 

Aug 14 
 
 

Aug 15 
 

OEC Refresher #1 

Aug 16 
 
 

Aug 17 
 
 

Aug 18 
 

SAMSAR Meeting 
(18:00) 

Aug 19 
 
 

Aug 20 
 

SARA Board 
(19:00) 

Aug 21 
 
 

Aug 22 
 
 

Aug 23 
 
 

Aug 24 
 
 

Aug 25 
 
 

Aug 26 
 
 

Aug 27 
 

POSSE Meeting 
(18:30) 

Aug 28 
 
 

Aug 29 
 
 

Aug 30 
 
 

Aug 31 
 
 

Sept 01 
 
 

Sept 02 
 

SRDI Meetings 
(18:00) 

Sept 03 
 
 

Sept 04 
 

SARA Meeting 
(19:30) 

Sept 05 
 
 

Sept 06 
 
 

Sept 07 
 

LABOR DAY 

Sept 08 
 
 

Sept 09 
 
 

Sept 10 
 
 

Sept 11 
 
 

Sept 12 
 

SARA TRG Training 

Sept 13 
 

OEC Refresher #2 
Divers Training 
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PIMA COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPT. 
Search and Rescue 
1750 E. Benson Hwy 
Tucson, Arizona 85714-1758 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
SARNEWS        TUCSON, ARIZONA ©2015 SARCI 
 
SEARCH AND RESCUE COUNCIL, INC. 
P.O.Box 44231, Tucson AZ 85733 
Meet 3rd Wed 19:30 (Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct), details inside. 

NEOTOMA COMPOSITE SQUADRON, C.A.P. 
8540 N. Wanda Road, Tucson AZ 85704 
Meet each Sunday 15:30-18:00, details inside 

PIMA COUNTY SEARCH AND RECOVERY DIVERS 
P.O.Box 13961, Tucson AZ 85732-3961 
Meet 2nd Sun 09:00, details inside. 

PIMA COUNTY SHERIFF’S MOUNTED POSSE 
8987-309 E.Tanque Verde, Box 232, Tucson AZ 85749 
Meet 4th Thu 19:00, details inside. 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA MOUNTED SEARCH AND RESCUE 
Details inside. 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA RESCUE ASSOCIATION 
P.O.Box 12892, Tucson AZ 85732-2892 
Meet 1st Fri 19:30, SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd. 

SOUTHWEST RESCUE DOGS 
P.O.Box 64120, Tucson AZ 85728-4120 
Meet 2nd Wed 19:00 
Sheriff Substation 106, Tanque Verde and Catalina Hwy 

SARNEWS  Published monthly by Search and Rescue 
Council, Inc., a volunteer, non-profit organization.  It is 
distributed free to members of SARCI affiliated groups 
and other qualified search and rescue organizations.   

 Send editorials, letters and manuscripts to:  
  e-mail: sarnews @ sarci2.org (preferred)  
  US Mail: P.O.Box 44231, Tucson AZ 85733 

 The editors assume no liability for inaccurate 
contributions.  Permission to photocopy and reproduce is 
granted provided the material is used non-commercially, 
published without editing and with complete source 
citation.  Forward notification of usage to the editors. 

 Advertisement rates are $10.00/month or $100/year for 
a 3.5”x2” (business card) size graphic.  Subscription 
rates are $10.00/year for non-qualified individuals or 
organizations. 

Staff: 
Dave Burnett 730-8655 wd8krv @ sarci2.org 
Mykle Raymond  mykle @ sarci2.org 
Joe Barr 331-5666 joe15 @ barrtrust.com 
Printer: 298-2395 AlphaGraphics (TV & Kolb) 


