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SEARCH AND RESCUE COUNCIL http://www.sarci.org 

SARCI BOARD MEETINGS  by SARNews, sarcinewsletter@sarci.org 
SARCI Board meetings are held at the SARA House at 19:30 (7:30 pm) on the third Wednesday of January, April, July, 
and October.  These meetings are being held in-person and on-line.  Ask if you are interested in attending.   

SABINO CANYON PARKING 
With the electric trams in Sabino, we will NOT be able to leave unattended vehicles at Tram Stop 9.  During hours of 
Canyon Crawler operation, everyone will need to park at TS-8 and be shuttled to TS-9.  The ONLY vehicles at TS-9 will 
be IC and Ops vehicles attended with drivers so they can move as the tram passes through.  SPEED LIMIT 15 MPH 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANAGER HELP by Brooke Fawcett, Brooke.Fawcett@sarci.org 
Questions about how to use all these capabilities - and more - in ERM? Please don't hesitate to contact us! 
(Just open your ERM app, click Contacts, and type in "Support.") 
Do you know about Mission Data? It can be found by clicking "Responses" and then you'll see the "Mission Data" button 
near the top of the screen. To add your own information - coords, photos, team updates, etc - click "GPS" from the home 
screen, and then use the "+" button to the right of "Current Position."   
Please enter certifications in ERM, and send them (as usual) to Records@sarci.org.   
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SOUTHWEST RESCUE DOGS, INC. by Karen Paquette, karen.paquette@sarci.org 
SRDI CALENDAR 
Mar 06 18:30 Wed Monthly Meeting OnLine Teams 
SARCI members are welcome to join us for training at any time.  If you are interested in attending, please email 
K9@sarci.org, or Karen.Paquette@sarci.org, or call Karen Paquette (520-275-2074).  SRDI’s monthly meeting is the first 
Wednesday of each month via Teams online meeting format. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

FACTS Live Find Seminar Mar 2024 San Marcos, TX 
FACTS Level 1 Apr 2024 San Marcos, TX 
AZK9SARCON May 2024 Heber, AZ 

PIMA CO. SEARCH & RECOVERY DIVERS by John Longhofer, divers@sarci.org 
DIVERS CALENDAR  
Mar 10 09:00 Sun Pool Skills Rob’s Pool 
Apr 14 09:00 Sun TBD TBD 
May 12 09:00 Sun TBD TBD 
In February, Divers held an open house at the SARA Training Facility (SARA House) for members of other SARCI teams 
that may be interested in learning about supporting divers operations, joining our team and membership requirements.  If 
you wish to join our team, please contact John Longhofer at the above email for information.  Yes, we need more divers 
and diving support personnel.   
In March, we will be starting our in-water skills refresher.  We will be meeting at Rob’s house.  Plan to get wet.   
April and May are TBD.  Plan to get wet. 

SOUTHERN AZ MOUNTED SEARCH AND RESCUE by Colleen Leon, colleen.leon@sarci.org 
SAMSAR CALENDAR 
Mar 19 18:00 Tue Board and General Meeting Forty Niner Country Club, 12000 E. Tanque Verde 
Cooler weather is here.  Trying to herd some cats and get some training in the books!  Five members of SAMSAR are new 
NPS mounted volunteers.  Looking forward to having a great purpose for riding in the park as we enjoy. 
Huge congratulations to Kim Adams and Casey Allyn as new members ready to go into the field!  

NEOTOMA COMPOSITE SQUADRON, C.A.P. by LtCol Robert McCord, cap@sarci.org 
CAP SQUADRON CALENDAR 
Sundays  15:30-18:00 Golder Ranch Fire Station #380 1175 W. Magee Road, Tucson, AZ 85704 
The Civil Air Patrol's Neotoma Squadron actively participates in ongoing search and rescue missions and training exercises 
at the state, local and national levels.  We welcome new members to join the more than 70 members of the nationally 
recognized emergency services Arizona Wing Ground Team.   
Membership:  Robert McCord, cap @ sarci.org Web site:  http://www.neotomasquadron.org 
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA RESCUE ASSOCIATION      SARA@sarci.org 

SARA CALENDAR 
Mar 01 19:30 Fri SARA General Meeting SARA House, Hybrid 
Mar 02 06:00 Sat SARA Training: Search Scenario Meet: SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Mar 21 19:00 Thu SARA Board Meeting SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 
Apr 05 20:00 Fri SARA Annual Meeting SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS by Jason Schlueter, SARApresident@sarci.org  
We appreciate that more people are attending board meetings and learning about the process and how decisions are made.  
I’ve seen the Teams attendees roster list grow through 2023 and I am glad more of you are curious enough about what is 
happening to spend those (sometimes) late Thursday nights with us.   
Drones In The Field 
When drones are going to be deployed in the field, Operations will make sure this is communicated to the field teams by 
radio and by including mission data in ERM.  The pilot(s) will also be in close contact with Operations and their Visual 
Observer(s), in case field teams have any needs, and in the event that a helicopter will be nearby as the drone(s) will need 
to be grounded immediately.  SWARM appreciates all the feedback.   
Policy Changes 
Several policy changes were presented to the membership for feedback over the last several months, and, having completed 
that process, the Board voted to approve the policy amendments as presented.  They were: 

1. Clarification of the pathway to Candidate and Rescuer for individuals who join SARA with pre-existing and/or 
higher medical credentials, with detailed requirements contained in a new SARA Medical Training 
Requirements Supplement controlled by the Medical Training and Standards Committee and Medical Director. 

2. Addition of a definition of what constitutes a wilderness continuing medical education credit - i.e. wilderness 
medicine defined. 

3. A policy detailing the pathway for a Basic Member (green shirt) to become a Candidate (yellow shirt). 
The policy changes are reflected in a revised SARA Policies document that is posted on the SARA Documents Web page. 
Calendar Clarification 
The master calendar can be found at https://sarci.org/calendar/ or within the ERM app under “Links.”  We now have a link 
on the web page that defines the abbreviations and acronyms used.  We have also requested that teams entering events in 
the calendar clarify who is eligible to participate.  This has been a confusion point for many newer members over the years. 

BOD ELECTIONS by Meghann Vance, meghann.vance@sarci.org 
SARA Board of Directors elections will be held in April, 2024.  In odd-numbered years, five directors are elected, and in 
even-numbered years, four directors are elected.  This year, FOUR positions are open.  Elected directors serve a 2-year 
term and are eligible to serve a second 2-year term if re-elected, after which they must take a minimum break of two years.   
Any SARA member who is, or has been, a field-qualified Voting Member (Rescuer, Orange Shirt) and is an Arizona 
resident is eligible to run, provided they are not currently at term limit.  The current candidates are:   
 Chris Yamanaka George Simons Jason Schlueter John DiMiceli Richard Hounshell 
If you are interested in serving on the Board or would like to nominate a candidate, with their consent, final nominations 
from the floor will be accepted at the March meeting (March 1). 
Useful Links (SARCI login required): 

Articles of Incorporation  Bylaws Policies Organization Chart 
Strategic Plan Board of Directors Rules of Conduct Nominating Guidelines 

IT STATUS by Jason Schlueter, jason.schlueter@sarci.org 
Many email services are hardening how they handle spam, which means that SARCI cannot guarantee that forwarded 
email will be delivered outside of the SARCI.org tenant.  If you currently forward SARCI.org email to another personal 
address, an email being sent to your SARCI.org address may or may not be delivered to the personal address.  You may 
miss important SARCI / SARA related emails if you do not check your SARCI.org account.  If you would like to stop 
forwarding your email and don't know how, contact Records and we can make the change for you.   
As a side note; please be careful when sending emails to all members or large numbers of recipients (25+) at once.  If you 
are in doubt, ask someone whether it should be sent.  Remember, the email list to reach ALL SARA members is 
ALLSARAMEMBERS@sarci.org. 

mailto:SARApresident@sarci.org
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https://www.sarci2.org/saradocs/images/POLICIES/20210218%20SARA%20Policies.pdf
https://www.sarci2.org/saradocs/images/BOD/Org%20Chart.pdf
https://www.sarci2.org/saradocs/images/POLICIES/SARA%20Strategic%20Plan%20202202.pdf
https://www.sarci2.org/saradocs/images/POLICIES/SARA%20Board%20Code%20of%20Conduct-2020501.pdf
https://www.sarci2.org/saradocs/images/BOD/SARA%202015%20Board%20Nominating%20Guidelines.pdf
mailto:jason.schlueter@sarci.org
mailto:ALLSARAMEMBERS@sarci.org
https://twitter.com/SARA_AZRescue
https://www.instagram.com/southern_arizona_rescue/
https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaRescue
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MARCH MONTHLY TRAINING by Chris Yamanaka, chris.yamanaka@sarci.org 
The March monthly training will be an area search exercise in the vicinity of the General Hitchcock campground.  The 
training will be held on Saturday, March 02 beginning with a briefing at the SARA House at 06:00.  This exercise will 
provide an opportunity for ground personnel to practice participating in an area search and searching a segment for a lost 
subject and relevant clues, and for the SARA IMT Planning Section to prepare for and manage an area search operation for 
one operational period.  The IMT Planning Section will operate out of the SARA House as the Incident Command Post 
(ICP), with the Hitchcock parking lot used as a staging area for ground teams.   
Rendezvous:  During a multiday search operation, an operational period will typically run from 06:00-18:00.  There will 
be a briefing at 06:00 at the SARA House (at the start of Operational Period 1 under our scenario) where teams will 
receive their search assignments, then deploy to Hitchcock, search their assigned segments, and then return to the SARA 
House to debrief.   
Besides operational procedures involved in a ground search, it will be a chance for participants to familiarize themselves 
with some of the Incident Command System (ICS) forms used and some of the tools involved, such as CalTopo. 
Ground personnel should bring their full rescue pack and be prepared to perform a grid search of their assigned segment, in 
potentially rough terrain. 
Questions: Contact Chris Yamanaka, chris.yamanaka@sarci.org. 
Please RSVP by completing the form HERE.  If you are a Candidate, this training will be an "Other" sign-off on your 
Orange Card. 

EQUINE ORIENTATION and TRAINING by Trevor Dickerson, trevor.dickerson@sarci.org 
SAMSAR is hosting SARA members for an equine training Saturday, March 30th at 09:00 at Tanque Verde Stables (11099 
E. Glenn Street, Tucson - inside Bel Air Ranch Estates).  This training will focus on how to safely interact with SAR 
horses, how to hand equipment to SAR personnel on horses, and how to load/unload patients from the horses.  Please wear 
your SARA shirt and bring your rescue pack.  
This training is strongly recommended for all candidates to understand how SARA and SAMSAR work together in 
operations involving horses and to become comfortable working around them. It is also recommended for all those who 
have not yet had this training.   
Please Sign Up Here no later than Monday, March 4th.  

OEC CORNER by Mona Johnson, mona.johnson@sarci.org 
The dates for the SARCI 2024 OEC Refresher Cycle B will be: 
 Saturday, October 19, 2024 
 Sunday, October 20, 2024 
More information to come as we get closer to the refresher dates. 

24 Hours in the Old Pueblo – Recap by Cathy Wasmann, cathy.wasmann@sarci.org 
SARA provided medical support for the 24th edition of the 24 Hours in the Old Pueblo mountain bike race.  This year, 82 
patients were treated.  Three riders were evacuated by ground ambulance.  There were numerous shoulder/clavicle injuries, 
much road rash, and cactus in abundance.  Twenty-one SARA members assisted with the medical mission at the event.  
The official timekeeper and results person also was a SARA member.  On Sunday the Paramedic and EMT from American 
Medical Response were instrumental in managing two patients, who were transferred to Golder Ranch Fire Department for 
transport to the Emergency Department.  The next mountain bike event is the Whiskey Off-Road in Prescott on April 26 - 
28.  Contact Cathy Wasmann for more information.   

COMMUNICATIONS by SARCI Communications, sarcicommunications@sarci.org 
Use of Amateur Radio (ham) frequencies requires an FCC license to operate (transmit) and a requirement to identify using 
your FCC call sign.  There have been many occurrences lately of failure to identify, including during callouts and 
“kerchunking” (keying up a radio without speaking) on the Lemmon repeater and Lemmon simplex frequencies (449.775 
MHz).  Use of tactical call signs (“Ops”, “Hasty”, “Team 1”) by themselves are not in accordance with FCC rules.  You 
must identify using your call sign per FCC Part 97 rules: 

§97.119   Station identification. 
(a) Each amateur station, except a space station or telecommand station, must transmit its assigned call sign on its 

transmitting channel at the end of each communication, and at least every 10 minutes during a communication, 
for the purpose of clearly making the source of the transmissions from the station known to those receiving the 
transmissions.  No station may transmit unidentified communications or signals, or transmit as the station call 
sign, any call sign not authorized to the station.  

mailto:chris.yamanaka@sarci.org
mailto:chris.yamanaka@sarci.org
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mailto:trevor.dickerson@sarci.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=U0hWhR7uIkm9V84gJGiPvJ016k0KcVZAn5JapRHtJi5UQVBNWEgzM1VISThHQkM1OVNCSDhBNEVQWi4u
mailto:mona.johnson@sarci.org
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Unlike the licenses for PimaSAR and StateSAR, ham frequencies are not allocated specifically to SARCI / SARA.  
Repeater frequency use is coordinated with an Arizona frequency coordination committee.  Any ham operator can use our 
frequencies, not just SARCI/SARA members.  Rest assured many are listening, and our behavior good or bad will most 
certainly impact our continued ability to use them.  
Please remember to set a good example.  Identify with your call sign when you transmit on ham radio frequencies whether 
on a call out, training, or you are testing your equipment.  If you are on a call out and are using a tactical call sign you must 
include your FCC call sign (“Team 1, WD8KRV”, for example).  FCC penalties for failure to adhere to Part 97 include loss 
of operating privileges and/or fines.   

TECHNICAL SKILLS: AWARENESS-LEVEL TASKBOOK by Sarah Truebe, sarah.truebe@sarci.org 
We have slightly simplified the Awareness-level Taskbook in advance of SALT.  What we have changed as of now: 
• Removal of all “redundant” anchors.  The only three anchors on the Awareness sheet now are the W3P2 (Wrap-3,Pull-

2), Double Loop (Wrap-2,Pull-2), and the Tensionless Anchor (in rope). 
• Rewording of some items to make signoffs clearer and more efficient. 
• Adding rope tailing skills. 
• Changing wording to include “Descent Control Device” so that as people do the Clutch Supplement, they can also fill 

out their Awareness taskbook (if you’re working on a new one). 
Many folks don’t like the “memorization” (Static System Safety Factor) but I would like to remind everyone that knowing 
especially the strengths of our soft goods is really important so we don’t overload our systems.  Long-term that signoff will 
look different than having to name a million numbers, but due to the tight timeline before SALT and our desire to be 
thoughtful in what we ask every Field Qualified person to know, we haven’t changed that yet. 
This new taskbook is on the SARA Documents page online.  If you are currently working on a taskbook you are welcome 
to transfer those signoffs to the new Awareness taskbook, but please keep your original one and submit both. 

TECHNICAL SKILLS CALENDAR by Sarah Truebe, sarah.truebe@sarci.org 
All training sessions are tentative until they appear on the Master Calendar and are announced via email.  
All Level signoffs are available at all trainings; field signoffs are available at Personal Rope Skills, Field Trainings, Tower 
Trainings, and quarterly major Technician Trainings.  No signoffs are available at Technician Team Meetings.   
This year we are due for our MRA Technical recertification, so stay tuned for prep dates for that recertification.   
Clutch Supplements and Taskbooks can now be found under “My Stuff” in ERM.  If you prefer paper to be able to view it 
all in one place, those materials can still be found on the SARA Documents page, but all taskbooks will now be managed 
through ERM.   
The Clutch Supplement is due on 7/1/2024 or you will lose FQ status.  Your overall rope skills taskbook will revert to 
whatever level Clutch supplement you’ve completed on 7/1/2024.   
Any questions on the schedule or taskbooks, please contact Sarah Truebe (sarah.truebe@sarci.org) or Richard Hounshell 
(richard.hounshell@sarci.org). 
MARCH 

3/01/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
3/06/24 @ 1800 - Tower Training - 10001 S. Rita Road 
3/13/24 @ 1800 - Technician Meeting (if needed) - SARA House 
3/20/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

APRIL 
4/05/24 @ 1830 – SARA Annual Meeting - SARA House – (NO SIGNOFFS) 
4/17/24 @ 1800 - Pre-session for Litter Scoops or Pickoffs - SARA House 
4/20/24 @ time TBD - Field Tech Training - location TBD 
4/24/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

MAY 
5/03/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
5/08/24 @ 1800 - Technician Meeting (if needed) - SARA House 
5/15/24 @ 1800 - Tower Training - 10001 S. Rita Road 
5/22/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

JUNE 
6/07/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
6/15/24 @ 0600 - Minimal Gear Day / Counterweight Systems / Traveling Hauls day / etc. - all TBD -  (NO SIGNOFFS) 
6/26/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training - (LAST CHANCE FOR CLUTCH SIGNOFFS) 
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JULY 
7/05/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
7/10/24 @ 1800 - Technician Team Meeting - SARA House 
7/13/24 @ TBD - SET FOR REAL for new technicians (tentative) 
7/17/24 @ 1800 - Pre-session for Litter Scoops or Pickoffs - SARA House 
7/20/24 @ time TBD - Field Tech Training - location TBD 
7/24/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 
7/31/24 @ 1800 - Cave pre-session - SARA House (NO SIGNOFFS) 

AUGUST 
8/02/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
8/03/24 @ Time TBD - Cave Training - Location TBD 
8/21/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

SEPTEMBER 
9/04/24 @ 1800 - Technician Meeting (SALT prep) - SARA House 
9/06/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
Due to the extensive demands of SALT, there are no other signoff opportunities in September 

OCTOBER 
10/04/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
10/23/24 @ 1800 - Pre-session for Litter Scoops or Pickoffs - SARA House 
10/26/24 @ time TBD - Field Tech Training - location TBD 
10/29/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

NOVEMBER 
11/01/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
11/6/24 @ 1800 - Technician Meeting (if needed) - SARA House 
11/20/24 @ 1800 - Tower Training - 10001 S. Rita Road 

DECEMBER 
12/02/24 @ 1800 Operations Level Skills Classroom session (tentative) - SARA House 
12/06/24 @ 1830 - Pre-meeting signoffs - SARA House 
12/11/24 @ 1800 - Pre-session for steep angle training (tentative) 
12/14/24 @ time TBD - TV Falls Steep Angle Training (tentative) 
12/18/24 @ 1800 - Personal Rope Skills OR Operations Field Training 

TECHNICAL SKILLS: CLUTCH TASK BOOK SUPPLEMENT by Richard Hounshell, richard.hounshell@sarci.org 
The Board has approved a Clutch Task Book Supplement that will be used to bridge the gap between the retirement of the 
MPD and implementation of the Clutch.  The supplement can be completed without needing to complete a new task book.  
As with our existent task book, you can complete the supplement as either Awareness, Operations, or Technician as 
appropriate for your current level (or lower if desired).  It is important to note that to remain Field Qualified, all members 
must complete this Clutch task book supplement by July 1, 2024.  If you complete a Clutch supplement at a lower level 
than your current task book, on 7/1/2024 you will revert to that lower level of task book.  Signoffs for the supplement will 
be available at all applicable technical trainings just as they are with MPD signoffs.  We hope that you will work towards 
completing this expeditiously, so that we can begin the transition away from the MPD as soon as possible. 

• CMC 11mm CLUTCH Inspection & Function Test (YouTube video) 
• CMC 11mm CLUTCH Lowering & Hauling (YouTube video) 
• Technical Skills Task Book (login required) 
• Clutch Task Book Supplement (login required)  

(Clutch Task Book Supplement is included below) 
  

mailto:richard.hounshell@sarci.org
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Name:   Date:        .  

Clutch Taskbook Supplement 
To remain field qualified, all members must complete this Clutch taskbook supplement by July 1, 2024.  If you complete a 
Clutch supplement at a lower level than your current taskbook, on 7/1/2024 you will revert to that lower level of taskbook.  
 
Awareness 

 rig Clutch 
 safety test 
 demonstrate proper operator hand position 
 demonstrate hand position and action when “stop” is called 
 demonstrate rope tailer positioning and action when “stop” is called 
 tie off the Clutch 

 
Operations 

 rig Clutch 
 safety test 
 demonstrate proper operator hand position 
 demonstrate hand position and action when “stop” is called 
 demonstrate rope tailer positioning and action when “stop” is called 
 tie off the Clutch 
 operate Clutch on lower with a one-person load (or more) 
 rig Clutch in a haul system and demonstrate Clutch handle position during a haul 

 
Technician 

 rig Clutch 
 safety test 
 demonstrate proper operator hand position 
 demonstrate hand position and action when “stop” is called 
 describe to another person what proper “rope tailing” hand position and action is when “stop” is called 
 tie off the Clutch 
 operate Clutch on lower with a one-person load (or more) 
 rig Clutch in a haul system and demonstrate Clutch handle position during a haul 
 rig Clutch in shark-fin position (remember redundant load paths – must use TWO webbing anchors but can use a 
single rigging plate because it passes the critical point test) 

 operate Clutches in shark-fin position (requires a tailer to avoid critical point failure) 
 
 
Technician Signature:       Date: 
 
_____________________________________    __________________________ 
 
 
Approved 7/20/2023 
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CALLOUT REVIEWS by Mykle Raymond, SARCInewsletter @ sarci.org 
Date Vol/ Hrs/ Problem Location Resources   
 
Mission Hrs now show total portal-to-portal times (not Rdvs).  Mission times now show Field IN/OUT times (not Rdvs).  
 
Wed Jan 03 11/ 43/ 57yf hiker off trail Finger Rock Trail, Catalinas  
12:20 – 14:40 A hiker coming down trail was disoriented where the trail follows a bare rock ramp.  She found the trail and met 
Team1 above the Overlook.   
Sat Jan 13 24/ 83/ 66ym hiker fall injury TV Canyon, Rincons Ranger2 RMFD 
12:20 – 14:10 A hiker slipped and fell down bare rock below the Main Falls.  He was hoisted by Ranger2, then to Banner. 
Mon Jan 15 17/ 40/ 17yf hiker missing Ventana Canyon, Catalinas,  Pinal 
13:50 – 15:30 One hiker started down from The Window and waited for her companion at the junction.  When she did not arrive, 
she began to holler for her, attracting the attention of another hiker who called for help.  Pinal Huey hoisted her from the ridgetop to 
Sabino. 
Mon Jan 15 23/ 44/ 74ym hiker missing Sweetwater Trail, Tucson Mtns  
No field times A hiker turned back from his group.  Rather than wait at the trailhead, he walked back towards town. 
Fri Jan 19 19/ 101/ 28ym climber fall Troll Wall, Sycamore Canyon, Catalinas Ranger2 M30 
15:30 – 18:20 A hiker fell at Troll Wall.  Ranger2 downhoisted two PJ’s, then hoisted the patient, and then to St.Joes.  He walked 
out of the hospital with minimal injuries.   
Mon Jan 22 17/ 46/ 4?yf missing N end Melpomene Ranger2 M3T M30T 
09:00 – 10:10 A woman who frequently camped out of her truck was missing.  She was quickly found upstream of her vehicle.   
Sun Jan 28 19/ 102/ 34ym hiker exhausted Sycamore Reservoir Trail, Catalinas RMFD 
14:00 – 17:05 Three hikers came down Box Camp Trail to Hutchs’ Pool, and camped.  They were exiting to Prison Camp when one 
was unable to continue.  He was treated and carried out by stokes.   
Sat Feb 03 10/ 10/ 2 hikers stranded by dark x7 Bear Canyon, Catalinas   
No field times Stranded hikers were retrieved by Ranger who was in the area.   
Sun Feb 04 20/ 125/ 5 hikers stranded by terrain Finger Rock Canyon, Catalinas M3T 
10:35 – 16:25 Hikers who had been up all night were heading for Finger Rock and missed the trail when it climbed out of the 
canyon bottom at the spring.  They climbed the west slope until they could not continue due to terrain and called for help.  Initial teams 
could see the hikers from the Overlook, but access was challenging.  Additional teams moved around to the west side of the ridge the 
hikers were on, then climbed the slope to the ridgetop.  A drone helped the hikers meet the teams and all hiked out without problems.   
Wed Feb 07 10/ 50/ ??ym hiker missing Picacho Peak PinalSO PinalSAR M3T M30T 
No field times A male hiker was missing from a hike to the peak on Tuesday.  On Wednesday, Pinal resources looked by air and 
ground and accumulated information from other hikers.  The drone team was requested during the afternoon: one flew from the front 
side and one from the back side.  The area below the peak on the front side was of primary interest for the aircraft, and the hiker was 
spotted within an hour, deceased.   
Thu Feb 08 16/ 108/ ??ym hiker recovery Picacho Peak PinalSO PinalSAR 
12:20 – 15:40 In the morning, a recovery was attempted by the Pinal helicopter.  They inserted several rescue specialists (RS) but 
were unable to retrieve the subject by hoist due to weather conditions.  Ground teams were requested and the recovery was completed.   
Mon Feb 19 13/ 26/ 2 30ym hikers off trail Romero Canyon, Catalinas  
18:30 – 18:45 Two hikers requested help after getting off trail upstream of Romero Pools.  While we responded, they found the 
trail, and the first team met them near the trailhead.   
 

2024 Totals Activities People Hours Hrs/Per Last 12 Mos  
Missions 12 199 778 3.9 98  
Trainings 34 616 2716 4.4 193  
Meetings 13 165 336 2.0 112  
Public Relations 2 4 16 4.0 20  
Special Events 3 44 609 13.8 8  
Activities 11 36 198 5.5 91  
TOTALS 75 1064 4653 4.4 522 20240225 
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SARCI Calendar – 2024 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Feb 26 Feb 27 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

Feb 28 Feb 29 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

Mar 01 
 

SARA Meeting 
(Hybrid: 19:30) 

Mar 02 
 

SARA Training 
Search Scenario 

(06:00) 

Mar 03 

Mar 04 
 

CME 
(19:00) 

Mar 05 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

Mar 06  
Tech (Tower) 

(18:00) 
SRDI Meetings 
(On-line: 18:30 

Mar 07 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

Mar 08 Mar 09 Mar 10 
 

Divers Training 
(09:00) 

Mar 11 Mar 12 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

Mar 13 Mar 14 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00)  

 

Mar 15 Mar 16 
 

WEMR 2024 
(08:00) 

Mar 17 

Mar 18 Mar 19 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00)  

SAMSAR Meeting 
(18:00) 

Mar 20 
 

 Tech Skills 
(18:00) 

Mar 21 
 

WEMR 2024 
(18:00) 

SARA Board 
(19:00) 

Mar 22 Mar 23 
 

WEMR 2024 
(08:00) 

Mar 24 

Mar 25 Mar 26 Mar 27 Mar 28 
 
 
 

Mar 29 Mar 30 
 

Equine Training 
(09:00) 

Mar 31 

Apr 01 
 

CME 
(19:00) 

Apr 02 Apr 03 
 

SRDI Meetings 
(On-line: 18:30) 

Apr 04 Apr 05 
 

SARA Annual 
Meeting 

(Hybrid: 20:00) 

Apr 06 
 

SARA Training 
 

Apr 07 

Apr 08 Apr 09 Apr 10 Apr 11 Apr 12 Apr 13 Apr 14 
 

Divers Training 
(09:00) 

Apr 15 Apr 16  
 

SAMSAR Meeting 
(18:00) 

Apr 17 
 

SARCI Board 
(19:30) 

Apr 18 
  

SARA Board 
(19:00) 

Apr 19 Apr 20 
 

Joint Training / 
Tracking 

(TBA) 

Apr 21 

Apr 22 Apr 23 Apr 24 
 

 Tech Skills 
(18:00) 

Apr 25 Apr 26 Apr 27 
 

Apr 28 

Apr 29 Apr 30 May 01 
 

SRDI Meetings 
(On-line: 18:30) 

May 02 May 03 
 

SARA Meeting 
(Hybrid: 19:30) 

May 04 
 

SARA Training 
 

May 05 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE COUNCIL, INC. 
P.O.Box 44231, Tucson AZ 85733 
Meet 3rd Wed 19:30 (Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct), details inside. 

NEOTOMA COMPOSITE SQUADRON, C.A.P. 
8540 N. Wanda Road, Tucson AZ 85704 
Meet each Sunday 15:30-18:00, details inside 

PIMA COUNTY SEARCH AND RECOVERY DIVERS 
P.O.Box 13961, Tucson AZ 85732-3961 
Meet 2nd Sun 09:00, details inside. 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA MOUNTED SEARCH AND RESCUE 
Details inside. 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA RESCUE ASSOCIATION 
P.O.Box 12892, Tucson AZ 85732-2892 
Meet 1st Fri 19:30, SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd. 

SOUTHWEST RESCUE DOGS 
P.O.Box 64120, Tucson AZ 85728-4120 
Meet 2nd Wed 19:00, SARA House, 5990 N Sabino Canyon Rd. 

SARNEWS  Published monthly by Search and Rescue 
Council, Inc., a volunteer, non-profit organization.  It is 
distributed free to members of SARCI affiliated groups 
and other qualified search and rescue organizations.   

 Send editorials, letters and manuscripts to:  
 e-mail: sarcinewsletter@sarci.org  (preferred)  
 US Mail: P.O.Box 44231, Tucson AZ 85733 

 The editors assume no liability for inaccurate 
contributions.  Permission to photocopy and reproduce is 
granted provided the material is used non-commercially, 
published without editing and with complete source 
citation.  Forward notification of usage to the editors. 

 Advertisement rates are $10.00/month or $100/year for 
a 3.5”x2” (business card) size graphic.  Subscription 
rates are $10.00/year for non-qualified individuals or 
organizations. 

Staff: 
Dave Burnett 730-8655 dave.burnett@sarci.org 
Mykle Raymond 404-9251 mykle.raymond@sarci.org 
Deb Heilig  deb.heilig@sarci.org 
Joe Barr 331-5666 joe.barr@sarci.org 

 

mailto:sarcinewsletter@sarci.org
mailto:dave.burnett@sarci.org
mailto:mykle.raymond@sarci.org
mailto:deb.heilig@sarci.org
mailto:joe.barr@sarci.org
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